NON-INTERVENTION

lives in Spain to ensure the victory of civilization over the
destructive forces of world revolution/5 the leaders of National
Socialism had refrained from calling public attention to their
share in the Spanish struggle. The presence of the Germans in
Spain had been marked by an obvious desire to pass as unnoticed
as possible. While the Italians, with their propensity for military
parades and for extending their conquests to the dance-hall
(where their behaviour often provoked unpleasant incidents with
Spanish officers), could be seen everywhere in rebel territory, the
Germans worked quietly, and undoubtedly obtained more
positive results. More than the glory and the shining laurels they
coveted the riches of Spain; they were happier in the offices of
some powerful mining combine, for instance, than flaunting their
authority in the Spanish streets. The Kolnische fitting of May
3ist, 1939, explained this difference of tactics. "In contrast to
Italy, which during the war left nobody in doubt as to the part
played by her legionaries, Germany awaited a Franco victory
and the end of her self-imposed tasks before disclosing all that the
German legion, which, under the name of the Condor legion,
enjoyed a high reputation in Spain, had performed."

The fall of Barcelona, however, decided Hitler to break his
silence. In his speech of January 30th, 1939, he extolled the
bravery of "the many National-Socialist volunteers" who fought
for the victory of Nationalist Spain, and spoke of "Germany's
share in Franco's rising." While up to then the slightest allusion
in Germany to German intervention was punished by a prolonged
stay in a concentration camp, after that time the whole propa-
ganda system was devoted to praising the foresight of the Ftthrer,
who from the very first had realized the tremendous importance
of bringing Spain into the Axis, and who by helping Franco in
his rebellion against the Republic had struck a mortal blow at
Great Britain and France.

The dictators have won, and they laugh at everybody and
everything. Even the legend of the danger of a Communist Spain,
invented by them to win over the American Catholics and British
Conservatives, is now the object of their frequent sarcasm. They
want to leave no doubt as to the aims and motives of their inter-